Understanding Your Air Filter





If you think you’re A/C filter isn’t important, think again! Few items are more vital for the proper operation of the A/C, and few things are more neglected. Regular changing of a $7 filter can prevent a $1000 compressor failure! The following suggestions are intended to help you get the most out of your A/C with consistent filter maintenance.





Change the filter once a month. If you have trouble remembering this, try changing them when the electric bill comes in - the power company never forgets to let you know another month has gone by!





With air filters, you get what you pay for. Avoid the typical hardware store filters (they’re not efficient enough), and don’t waste your money on “permanent” allergenic types (they’re too restrictive to air flow, are nearly impossible to clean, and do eventually wear out).





Don’t be fooled by “high efficiency” labels - look for the M.E.R.V. rating. This is the MPG for filters – the higher the number, the better. It allows you to compare prices among different brands. A MERV rating of 8 is sufficient for most applications, while allergy sufferers will probably benefit from MERV 11. 





Install a filter access to facilitate easy changing. Most new units incorporate filter tracks and access panels into their design. If you have an older unit, a filter access (either under the unit or in the return) can be fabricated and installed for it.





Watch out for the safety switch located behind the filter access panel. If you don’t install the panel correctly after changing the filter, the unit won’t work. It can be extremely frustrating to have to pay a service fee to have a technician come out and merely put the panel on correctly.


 


If you are unable to change the filter because of unit location or physical handicap, ask your service provider to set you up on a preventative maintenance schedule. Clean filters are better for you, and your A/C as well. Better airflow results in better comfort, reduced utility bills, and longer system life. 





We hope that the above hints will prove helpful. If you have any problems, please don’t hesitate to call. 








