UNDERSTANDING YOUR ELECTRIC FURNACE





There’s a little nip in the air, and it’s time to start up the electric furnace. If you’re used to gas heat, take a few moments to read the following tips. Electric furnaces operate differently than other heaters and require different maintenance to remain efficient. 





First and foremost, change the filters monthly. The electric heating elements are very airflow sensitive. Even a slightly dirty filter can cause overheating, tripping of overloads, and damage to the strips.





You may notice a “burn” smell when you first use the furnace in the fall. This is due to the strip heaters. They are similar to those found in a toaster and will burn off any dust and lint accumulated during the summer months. The smell is normal and will dissipate within a day or so. If the odor persists, call for service. 





Most electric furnaces employ a timer of some sort to operate the blower motor and strips properly. Older units had fan-type relays, most of which are obsolete and no longer available. Newer models use electronic timers, which are not interchangeable and not user-serviceable.  Don’t risk getting a shock – if the unit doesn’t work properly, call for service.





Beware of generic programmable thermostats. Because of their operational differences, electric furnaces require specially designed stats. The wrong stat can cause erratic operation, intermittent cold air, and possibly unit damage.





Electric furnaces typically require a large disconnect (sometimes as high as 90 amps) dedicated solely for the furnace. Do not add any other appliances (like condensate pumps or electric filters) to the circuit randomly – have a licensed professional install them. Also, over time ALL circuit breakers and connections degrade from the heat generated by use. They should be inspected annually as part of a service call, or if you suspect any problems. 


 


You usually can’t easily add air conditioning to an electric furnace. Most older homes were originally designed to work with an evaporative cooler, and thus lack the air capacity requirements of air conditioning. Upgrading to air conditioning will require a new furnace as well – the added cost is something to consider.





A regularly serviced electric heater will keep you warm and comfortable during the cold winter months. A little maintenance now will go a long way. If you experience any problems, please give us a call.


