UNDERSTANDING YOUR GAS FURNACE





The fall colors have arrived, meaning winter is just around the corner - time to get the furnace ready! Take a few minutes and familiarize yourself with the following suggestions. Many simple problems can be resolved ahead of time and minimize breakdowns on the coldest night of the year.





Make sure you know what type of gas your furnace uses (natural or LP) and where all the manual shut-off valves are. Check them for smooth operation - in an emergency you might not have time to go looking for a wrench. If you use LP gas, have the tank serviced and filled by a reputable contractor. Remember, too, that LP gas is heavier than air - it doesn’t disperse on its own like natural gas and accumulates in low areas, creating an explosion hazard.  


Manufacturers recommend that you service your filter once a month to maintain efficiency and reliability. Also, most newer units employ a safety switch located behind the filter access panel. The furnace won’t work if the panel isn’t on right.


Call for regular service. If you own an older furnace, you may have a pilot to light. Replace the thermocouple annually - even if it seems OK. They cost only $8 or so, and that is nothing compared to a late-night service call. Almost all new furnaces are “pilot-less” - they employ an electronic igniter of some sort to light the gas – and tend to get neglected. ALL furnaces require periodic adjustment and servicing.


Newer, high efficiency units are noisier than older models. They utilize a small combustion blower to draw exhaust gases out of the unit and have larger fan blowers to circulate more air. Thus, they might take some getting used to - especially if the furnace is in an interior hall closet.  


Don’t seal the air vent in the furnace room. All furnaces need a fresh air supply from outside the home to run safely - if the unit is located indoors it does this through the combustion air duct. Because this duct leads outside, the furnace room will get quite cold in the winter. Sometimes water and insects enter through it as well, and people are tempted to tape it off or stuff a pillow into it. DON’T - it MUST remain unobstructed! You can have a roof screen or cap installed to keep out the pests and rain, and some weather stripping will seal the door so you don’t feel cold air leaking into the house.


Don’t use the fireplace when the furnace is in use. Due to the aforementioned combustion air issue, using both appliances can produce a negative pressure situation within the home, drawing potentially lethal gases downward through the chimney. 


We strongly recommend that you have at least one carbon monoxide detector in your home - preferably located by the smoke alarm or near the bedrooms. Because new furnaces have extended heat exchanger warranties, people think they can do without a CO detector. Better safe than sorry – install a quality CO detector and check its batteries monthly. (Besides, if you have gas service you probably have other gas appliances - they could pose a threat even if the furnace is OK.)





Modern gas furnaces are reliable, efficient, and very safe.  With regular maintenance you can expect many years of service from them.  If you require service or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call.


